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TheE piltle Dedicatory. 


Prophets : Som? againe,do dedicate their works 
unto great Potentates, and with their large ex« 
presfions of tyeir vertues and better parts, that 
'their children may take them for example, and 
patterne, to frame their lives by ; but I may not 
follow them, leſt I ſhoold exceed an Epiſtolary 
' brevityin this ſo ſmall @ Treatiſe, and ſo in ha- 
'zard ro throw my houſe 0c of the window.” 
;Some bowſoever in their Works, yet norwith- 
[landing in-their Epiſtles they. do feft ſtrained 
| words, and ſtrong lines ; neither have [ leaſure 
| to imitate theſe, but intendonely to mcke alittle 
 portch, with the broken brickes, and ttes that 
 Wereleft in this my ſmall building ; and inye 


thought it my bounden dutyto Dedicate it um 
bim,chatdid educate and bring me upfor what I 


baye ts wholly his ; the cauſe that moved meto 


imprint the ſame, was the ſlanderous ſpeeches 
that theſe fooliſh Prophets. and their diſciples 
gave out againſt mee, that my doftrine was fiat 


Popery and blaſpbemy, and all this was becatſſ 


T told them the truth : it was Saint Pauls caſe 


when be told the Galatians of their faults, tht 


Fourth Chapter and the fixteenth Verſe, = [ 
| there 


therefore your enemy becauſe I teVyou the 
truth, ard che Comicall Poet on th corruptions 
ofthe time, ſaith, Obſequiuw«Micos, veritas 


. odium parit ; that &, fla®7y gets favour, bus 


trath bath only batreq/9t ber paines : even ſo, 
bad linflattring w/* extolled their fopperies, 1 
miebt have purc#ced their love. Altbongh is 
& 4 glory for -Priflian (following the exam- 
Þle of our Prd ) to bury all other wrongsin fe 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. —— 


FOR oa” 


lence an oblivion, yet norwitbſtanding in a 

matt, of Faith to bee (lent, doth beget and lay 

a eat ſcandall upon us : this is the reaſon that 
noved mee to publiſh the ſame tothe view of 
the world, to indicate my ſelfe from their foo- 
liſb aſperfons : For againſt thoſe wounds that 
are inflicted by the tongue, there is no Chyrurgi- 
onto bee found amone(t men on earth: therefore 
1 did betake my ſelfe unto Teſus the heavenly 


 Phifition, who gave mee a ſtrong Antidote ous 
of the Spicknard box of the Goſpell,that did mi- 


tigate my griefe. Matthew 5, Blefled are you 
when men ſhall perſecute you, and ſay all 
manner of evill againſt you fallly, 8&c. aud 
Ifor my part was contented with this medicine, 

and 
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x; me Epittle Dedicatory, 


"x and badvyerqed to keeps filence, and ſaid with- 


in my ſalfer'£ they bave called the Maſter of the 


fanuly Belx#bvb-;. How wuch more wil they 


miſcallwee bis wwreyby ſervant ;if it was ſaid 
unto bins that bee Was (aqucer of the people, it 
ſball vos wouble wee 12 be.o4{ od av beretique, 


if my Lord Chriſt was cal” g glutton anda.” 


wine-bibber, a friend of Public; aud agners, 
why ſbowldis trouble mee t0.be breegi{had with 
their ſurmifing inveliives, but 4 jug. yeceſeity 


# impaſsd on. me to divulge wy abbrejates,. 


becatiſe they have offended theſe feenrtg pie 


Prophets, leſt by my fitance 1 ſhowld ackuan, 


ledge my of guilys 


lohn Cooper. 
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Ezckiel 13. 3, 


Thu ſaith the Lord, woe nnto you fooliſh Prophets 
that follow your owne ſpirits, ana have ſeene notbing. 


Atan, in former times did catty 
$ himſclfc for the moſt part as he 
was a blacke Saint, and after a 
bloody manner did profeſle his 
enmity untu mankind ; and ſet 
on wicked men his inſtruments 

| BY ( moſt like himſelfe) to deale 
cruelly with the true profeſſors of God,and to make 
havocke of them, untill the incarnation : the incar- 
nation of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, the eternall 

Sonne of God. Yatill wee were brought out of the 

ſhadow of death into the Sunne-ſhine of the Goſe 
pell, untill wee had the word to bee alight zo guide 
our ſeete into the way of peace,untill the holy Ghoſt 
was ſhed abundantly into mens hearts, untill his O- 
racles ceaſed, another kinde of engine that hee uſed 
for bloodſhed, bur ſince that Chriſtianity hath gotte 
ſuch an head, and that the true profeſſors thercof do 
daily increafe and grow ſo faſt ; that he,and his Dif. 

B Cip.es 


The fooliſh Propbess diſplaid | 


ciples cannot openly abridge,and ſtoppe the current 
and free paſſage thereof, why now this blacke Sain, 


this roaring Lion prafiſcch with Zyſender, ub; lconi. | 


va peliss non ſufficit,aſſuenda valpina. Whereas now 
hee cannot prevaileasa roaring Lion, he praRiſeth 
as aſubtile Fox, or as our Saviour forcto!d, heeig 
now a Wolfe in a Sheepeskin ; hee hath now tranf. 
: Cor. 11.14. formed himſelfe into an Angell of light, and under 
a pretcnceof godlinefle , would overthrow the true 

worſhippc of God , and doth uſe Scripture againſt 

Scripture, ſo that which he eannot eftet by Infide!s 

and Pagans, and others ej» ſtew. farms of the (ame 

ſcum of raſcality, he indeavoureth to accompliſh by 

you my dcare brethren, that arc the pillars of the 

Church to overthrow the Church : and thus doth 

hee labour to divideour houſe againſt it ſclfe, that it 

may be [aid waſt and defofate, and ſo that which he 

cannot diſannul by fireand ſword, by open violence 

and hoſtility, treafons & conſpiracies; he laboureth 

and is 10 good hope, that he hall infringe by your 

authority, by your religion, by your iarring and dif- 

conſonant tcnents. I know that there will not bee 

wanting fome, that will blame mce for wading 

isto this Text: but let fach know,for the refpeRand 

duty that I owe unto my Mother the Church : 1 

will venter and entcr upon the ſame, and herein I am 

oret. in Cctili- of a Roman ſpirit, Invidi wittute partam, gloria, non 
- invidia put«re, envy gotten by vertue and for ſpeak- 
ing the truth, is not cnvy,but glory ; and I would 

have you my auditors thinke, that this Text is un- 

dertaken of mee rather out of piety, then to rip open 

fore mensa*furditics, rather out of a zealous com- 
cotgntetlh. wgbrans boy haha 20 uae vlaint, 


Math. 7 1 5 » 


=". fooliſh Prophets difplaid. 


aint, then malice:ifthen 1 ſhall ſpeake more ſkarp- 
_ freer then ſome others before mee, I make no 
« | queſtion but that you will aſcribe it to a godly ſor. 
ow and juſt anger. And what gricfe can be more pi- 
aps then that which doth ariſc for the common - 
, neither can any anger bee more juſt then that 
which doth tend to the glory of God; pardon me 
then if for his cauſe, I doc tranſcend the bounds of 
ence againſt fooliſh Paſtors, when our Saviour 


eexchers in his time ; 1s unro you Scribes and Pha- 
riſes bypocrites,for you ſhur wp rhe Kingaome of Hea- 
vin ewong/i mew, for you neither goc in your ſelves 
xtither doe you ſuffer them that are cntring to goc 
in: and now I am conceited of you all, that you are 
perſwaded,tharit is for the glory of God that I pro- 
nounce this judgement denounced againſt heretical 
Prophers 2nd Paſtors, and not of aby ſpleene:and if 
h | wee doeconſider it well , itis not I,nor the Propher 
| Ecekielthat ſpeaketh this, but God kirhfelfe, for 
' thu ſaith ths Lord, (50. 


: Here is a Tudge, God ; Tha ſaith the Lord. 

2 A judgement denounced , or the ſentence of 
' thelIndge, oe. 

3 Thedelinquents againſt whom this judgement 
— , Ulitcrate Paſtors, thwe ſaith the Lord, 
vo, 
4 Wherein their folly doth conſiſt, or the ground 
_ ofthe judgement, anditis in folſowing their owne 


ſpirit, and have ſecnc nothing. | 
B 2 x The 


anſelfe could doc no lefle in this caſe againſt the Math. 23: 13. 


The fooliſh Propbers diſplaid, 


1 The Iudge God,chus ſaith the Lord. 1 will nor 
here ſtand ro ſpeake of tte Divine cflence, and ati. 
butes of God, tor then I ſhould bee infinite, bur on. 
ly as heedoth concurce with the words of my Text, 
as he is a Tudge. | 

Such is the nature of many men, that they are 
more dclirous of new things then good things; and 
to humorſuch, there are ſome preach rather our of 
faRion, then true affeRion ; and when thoſe novel. 
lors do heare theſe tations, they arc tickled and af, 
fected with their new fangled doAtrine, ( as ſome 

| truly ſayd of our S:viour ) n-ver man ſpake as hee 
ſp4ke, lo theſe fallely ſay, never man taughr as theſe 
teach, yer in thisreſpeR they (ay the truth, for they 
teach char which was nev<r taught before them, bux 
alt:ough theſe doc highly. cxtoll them, -althovgh 
theſe doc count them bleſſed, although they are 
dcepe intheſe men and. womens bookes, and deeper 
intheir purſes, yee notwithſtanding,the eyes of God 
thar pencerate and pierce the:hearts and reines of all 
men, fecth noſuch thing in them z.in the judgement 
of God, thatis the [udge of all the world they arere- 
_ no ſuch Saints,for :h«s ſaith the Lord, wee vn- 
70, ec. | | 
Then'et theſe fooliſh Paſtors learne to beemors | 
wiſe, 2v9 know this, though many ſimple men and 
more i:iy women , nay, though all the men in the 
world ſhould magnifie them, it is nothing, if rhe 
- faith the Lord, and thus ſaith the Lord, wo unta you 
fooliſh Prophess, e5c. | 


— — 


Again. 
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The fooliſh Prophets diſplaid. 


| Againe let a!l godly Paſtors know this, that fol. 
low not their owne ſpirit, but arc led and guided by 


ur on. the Spirit of God : though ſome ſimple men and 
' Text, wemen, nay ; though all che world ſhyuld curſe 
them, it is nothing, it zh@ ſaith the L574, andihus- 
s are faith the Lors, bleſſed are you when men ſhall revile y, 
54nd 928 and perſecute you, ec. For, ſi Deus nobiſcum , | 
I of | if Emanuel, if God bee with as, ques contra nos, who 
wel. can bee againſt us ? againe, if God bee againſt them, Rom 8.3. 
daf, who canbe with them ? and r&#6 [4th the Lord,wor 
me »zto you fooliſh Prophets, (56. 
be This uic let us make, let not any Miniſter hereaf. ;;. 
cle ecr, hunt after the praiſe and commendations of men 
cy which are. fickle, and quickly moveable, for they 


will ſay roday, of-atrutb, this is the Sonne of God, . 
and tomorrow, crucifie bim, cr ucifie him. letus not 
then I ſay, breath after their pleaſant ſuffrages, & lo | 
incur the diſpleaſure of: Almighty God , for he 2bat 1, 10.37, 
ſecketh after any mere then him, « 10t worthy of him, 
hcthat will not leave the love of theſe, for the love of- 
God, . is-not worthy of him : letus not. eben make- 
him, that deſiceth not the death of the moſt notari-- 
ous (inner, to enter into judgement with us, let us 
| not provoke him that thinketh of us Paſtors as pre. 
| tious as the apple of his owne- eye, to cry, I's 
| #310 ws , let. us not cauſe him that faith;-bee w/c 
now therefore, O yee Kings, and bee learned yee Pal. 2.16. 
thit are Indzes, tocall us foolith-Prophets. And 
this ſhall ſuffice to bee ſpoken of the firſt par- 
ticular ,. the Iudge, G O D,. 6thw ſaith the- 


. Lord, | 
3 The 
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The foolif Prophets diſplaid. Eo: 


Fhe fecong —  T iE ſentence of the Judge, or the judgement de. 
part, naunced joe, thws ſsitb the Lord, Woe. 
Obic&ion, But an objcQion may be made by ſome, why the 
;  Prophethcre cryeth, jy'se ante the fooliſh Prophers, 
ſeeing that wee are not to uſe any reviling ſpecches 
againſt any, much leſſe towards men of our owne 
profeſſion; 
. Thereis great difference, when a man ont of cho- 
ler and heateof blood raileth Up0N ay, as Goliah 
: 5218. 17: 43 curſed David, and when one in the name of the 
Lord dcnounceth a curſe, which is no imprecation 
of cvill, buta prediRion or warving of their juſt pu- 
niſhment, and thus the Prophets every where pro- 
 claime, and our Saviour himſclſe oftentimes did 
cry, Wot0the Scribes and Phariſees, and Saint 4m- 
broſe doth give the reaſon, #ww moledicit propbera, 
ſed quaſt wedicus wall illes fanzrews de proprifs fla- 
gittis erubeſcant,the Prophet doth not curſe, but as 
a Phyfitian hee would heale they, and make them 
albamed of their linnes: and ſo Saint Hierow, con- 
cerning Peter about the death of Fvanie 3nd Sup- 
Phira his wife, wou maledicit'fed Deijudiciumſpirita 
eHA#nciat, at pene duorum ſit deftrins multorum, 
hee did not curſe them, but with a prophericall (; pi- 
rit, hee doth declare Gods judgement, that che pu- 
niihment of ewo might bee a wartiing, or leſſon for 
many; and ſo doth the Prophet here, forctelleth the 
fearefull end of theſe foolith Prophers, and teftifies 
Gods judgmentss gainft them, 
Aethe firſt ſight ſome may thitke that theymay 
ezfily run over this little woe, but if wee conſider it 
well, it isthe ſame with 4#«:hewe or curſed , and 


thoſe 


The fooliſh Prophets diſplaid. == 


thoſe cight woes that our Saviour pronounced a- 
gaiaſt the Scribes and Pharifces are jaſt oppoſite un. Mu. 2;. 
rothe eight bleſſings which hee propounged unto *i**. 5- 
the humble in ſpirir, and the pure hearted with the 
reſt. Saint 70h» the Divine heard an Angell from 
Heaven crying, Wer, woe, wo: wats the inhabitants 
of the earth, On whichthice woes a Father deſcants' 
thus, v4, pre magnitadine, Ve, pre mullitudine, ve, 
pre &irrmitale panarwm : Ye, pre magnitudiue, wo 
in reſpe& of the greatoeſſe of their puniſhment, it is 
the puniſhment of hell fire, depers from me ye curſed 
into hell fire, and faith a Father, minima pana infer- 
ni, v14jor eſt maxima pana hujus mandi. The lcaft 
puniſhment in hell, is greater then the biggeſt upon 
cath. Andchough carthly puniſhments bee great, 
yet by daily inuring the ſame, in time, rhey will be- 
come light and cafic, as the Poet well obſerveth, 
quod mals fers,aueſce, feres bent , that which at the 
firſt doth ſecme unſupportable, in time will grow 
lightand eafic, but in the ſecond place to aggravate 
their miſery, their wo, the Angell ſaith, ve,pre mul- 
{itadine, wo, in reſpe& of the multitude of torments 
that ſhall bec infliked upon them every day, they 
ſhall have new & exquiſite puniſhments; wlientheir 
ſinewes are ſhrunke up together with the fervent 
heate of the fire, then they ſhall bee brought to the 
racke,and be drawn out an acres breadth with 77:- 
«. Sometimes, 3gaine, when they are ſothirſty in 
the James with Dives,that they deſire but one drop 
of water to coole the tip of their tongues, they (hall 
beeſer up to the chinne in water, tantalizing with 
Teni4/ws, and not get one ſup in their — 
wit 
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| The fooliſh Prophets diſplaid. 


with many more ſevere and endlcfle kinde of tor- 
ments, for if neither eye hath ſeene , nor eare bath 
heard, nor hath it emtred into the heart of max to 
conceive ; how great, and how many ſhall bee the 


— m———————C—————_———_——_——_—_— 


joyes in Heaven, why then, contrarily. xezther eye = 


hath ſeen, nor eare hath heard, nor can it enter into 
zhe beart of man to conceive,how great and how ma- 
ny ſhall bee the torments in hell. But although their 
miſery, their woes ſhall bec great and many, yetif 
they [hould once come to an endand have their pe- 
riod, there might bee ſome comfort, although they 
ſhould beegreater then wee can imagine, and more 
in number then the ſands on the ſhore, and wee 
ſhould cndure them as many yeares as there are a- 
comes in the Sunne, there was ſome bope and heart 
io it, but co make vp the totall ſumme of their miſe- 
ry,their'wo,the Angel ſaith,ve pre aterwitate pans- 
74m,woe in reſpe& ofthe cternity of their puniſh- 
ment.! heaven andearth ſhall paſſe away, but their 
miſery, their wo ſhall not paſſe, their ſufferings ſhall 
as it werebut there begin, where other things ſhall 
havean end, -—- 

So then, when the Prophet doth fay Woe, hee 
doth as much as if hee ſhould ſay, let them bee axas 
thema, letthem beeaccuiſcd, or any thing elſe, if a- 
ny Can bee more birter then theſe, but is it poſſhblc ? 


This one ſmall word,theſe two cr three letters, this 


monoſyllable, this Woe ſhon!d containe fuch an oce- 
an of miſcry ? and yer it is moſt erue, that all the ex- 
ccrations and deteftations that are written in the 
Law, in Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Goſ- 
p<i1, in the Evangeliſis, and Apoſtles, andif there 

, were 


The fooliſh Prophets diſplaid. 
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were ten thouſand thouſand more, yet were they all 
but, Woe, Woe, Woe, and thus ſaith the Lord, 
Woe. 
The delinquents againſt whom this judgement The «cd pare 
is denounced, Fooliſh prophets, thus ſaith the Loyd, 


—2—  —w— 


C. 
Me thinks that I am now in a maze, or labyrinth. 
lamataſtand, and know not how to goe on, for 
I amloath of all others to pur the foole upon Pro- 
hers and Paſtors, hadſt thou ſaide, woe unto you 
fooliſh Elyants that follow your Lawyers ſo faſt, 
that you have runne your ſelves out of your cſtates, 
before you can know the ſtate of your cauſe, and by 
your many Non-ſuits in Law , have left you no 
ſuits ro your backes, I would make no ſtay at all ro 
call ſuch Fooles ? Or hadſt thou ſfaide, Voc unto 
the fooliſh women ( bur it is likely that there were 
noneſuch in thy daics)that rend the common pray- 
ers out of theit childrens Books, I could call ſuch 
Fooles ? Or hadſt thou ſaid, woe unto the foolilh ; 
Miſer, unto him that hath neither child nor bro- :..1.. 
ther, yet there is no ende of his labour, neither doth 
hee ſay, for whom doe [I bereave my ſelfe of good? 
this, So/ormon cals follic , nay, unto ſuch a coverous : 
wretch that will plucke downe his Barnes to build 
them bigger, I would thou foole him with my Sa* Luke : 2.26, 
viour ? Or hadſt thau ſaide, woe unto the fooliſh | 
Atheiſts, that cate and drinke, and riſe up to play, 
ind thinke there is no God at all, but when they die 
they ſuppoſe they ſhall bee as if they never had 
beene at all : I could call theſe foo'es with the Pro- 
| C | pace . 


k:iatth.5.22, 


Reve, 22. 18, 
Deut, 4+ 3. 


Exod, 32.33, 


7 be fooliſh Probbess dijplaid, 

ph:t David that ſay in thetr beerts that there 
Go4 ? But woc unto you fooliſh Prophets, mee 
thinkes at the naming of theſe words I gm extalieg, 
I cannot beleeve that TI may call you fooles, and fo 
this my infidelity, I ſtand bere dumbea while with 
old Zachary, calling to minde the words of my $4. 
viour, be that calleth bys brother Foole 6 in dansy 
of bell fire, what then (hall I do in this ſtraight? (hi 
I leave out the Fooles, g letit runne thus, woeus- 
to you Prophets ? why this is more harſh, this ispe 
nerall,the woe now includes all Prophets, it cxclud 
none. O'then what (ball I ſay, ſhall I rake away the 
Prophets and leave the Fooles £ why: then I falfify 
and corruptthe text, and ſo plucke downe the wrath 
and curſe of God upon my owne head - If any man 

ſhall adde unto rheſe things, God ſhall adde unto 

him all the plagues that arc written in this booke, 

Andif any man ſhall rake away from the word: of thi 

boote, God ſhall take away bu part ont of the booke of 
life : Yet I could wiſh my felfe with C3 uſes, tobe 

raſed out of the beoke of life, ſo you would grov 

wiſe and not periſh,or with S.Pav/ T could wiſh wo 

unto my ſclfe, my ſelfe ,Hnwatbems, ſo you might 
bce bleſſed; I thinke it not amiſſe ro ſhew unto you 
i1 bricfe, how theſe'words of Moſes and Paw/ are 
to be taken, becauſe they have put ſcruples nato mv 
ny, that any ſhould wifh his owne damnation, and 
t0 bs accurſed unto Chriſt, & good Shepheard, ſeite 
eur Saviour, will give his life for bis Sheepe, (0 Mi- 
cs and ?auls words arcto bec taken in my poore 0- 
p:nion,to die for the preſent, not for ever ; For me 
fg- 


The fooliſh Prophets diſplaid. Ps 
ever fhall loſe bu life for Chrifts ſake,ſhel finds it, 


— ——— 


{14 | therefore they were willing to die in the fleſh, that 


athers might bee ſound in ſpirit ; togive their owne 
blood,that the ſoules of many might bee ſaved. But 
why ſhould I bee fo fearcfull tocall you Fooles ? as 
Saint Bernard aid of the Bilhops of Rowe, it is 
a ſhame to ſpcake what is doneof them in ſecret. I 
thinke it berter to diſſemble & concealetheſe things: 
but why ſhonld I bee aſhamed to ſpeake, that which 
they are not afhamed to do? ſo may I fay,why ſhold 
| bee afraid tocall you Fooles, that are not aſhamed 


of your fooliſhncs? doe you leave off your folly,and 

I will ceaſe to call you Fooles,or as Saint Pav/ when 

heetold the Corinthians of their faults, I write nor 

theſe things to ſhame you, but as my beloved ſonnes 1 1 Cor 4.14. 
verne you : ſo may I ſay, I call you not fooles to 

frame you , but as my beloved brethren I warne 

= , to leave off your follie, and grow more 

wiſe, 

And now ſince I havetaken courage to call them 

fooles, I thinke it not amiſſe to give you ſome 
markes whereby you may know themyfor although 
they are fools, yet they are crafty ones, and have 
transformed themſelves into the habits of true Apo- 2 Cor.14.: 1. 
ſtles, for as Satan can transforme himſelfe into an 5: 
Angell of light, fo his diſciples into the habit of true 

diſciples. I will then give you the marke ofthe Beaſt 

out of the gencrall Epiftle of «de, for I will con- 
fine my ſelfe to one Chapter, that you may ſee that 

the Apoſtle hada ſpeciall care todiſcover theſe foo. 


lick Prophers, that ſhould ariſc vp in theſe latter 
C3 times; 


Tude 4. 
The firſt mark 


Pal. 59.6. 
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times; thefirſt marke that I will bring to lay open 
theſe fooliſh Prophets is in the fourth verſe of the 
generall Epiſtle of 1«de. 

There are certaine men crept in, and is not this a 
marke of a fooliſh Prophet to creepe into corners 
and private houſes, and deſpiſe the publique aſſem. 
blics of the Church ; for, Yeritas now querit angu. 
los,eruth delights nor in corners, it is folly and fal. 
hood, that uſcth ſuch ſlie and ſlippery mee, 
tings. 

He faith,that there but are certaine men crept in, 
how much are wee bound to give God thanks, that 
hee will not fufferthem to grow to an bead) for if 
there were a multitude of fooliſh Prophets, wee 
ſhould have many wiſe Flocks. 

The Prophet Dawvidallobeing inlightned by the 
holy ſpirit, that there ſhould ariſe up falſe Prophets 
in the latter daies, giveth us notice whereby wee 
{hall know them ; firſt, from their manners, and 
manner of meetings; They goe to and fro inthe 
cvening z that is, they gather and aſſemble them- 
ſc]ves together in the evening, and have their pti- 
vate Cconventicles ; this is their manner of mec- 
ting. 

They grinne like a Dog , that is, they laugh and 
fleercat all that. paſſe by them, thar are not of theic 
owne ſort and fe, this is their manner, to grinne 
and irride others that deſerve better then them- 
ſclves, 

Secondly, he diſcovereth them from their matter 
and manner of preaching, their manner of preach- 


ing 
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ing is curfings, their curſings and inveRives are a- 
eainſt the Bilhoppes and their Officials, that wou'd 
have them doc all things decently and in order. Zo- 
quacitatem facundiam exiſtimant, et maledicere om- 
nibus bongs conſcientie ſiznum arbitrantur ;, they 
count brauling eloquence, and they take it for the 
ſigne of a good conlcienceto vilifie all. 

The matrer of their preaching is lies, they make 
their diſciples belecve thar all others doe erre and go 
aſtray , and that they adhere too much to popery 
and ſuch like, and that they onely havethe word of 
truth, and whatelſe is this but vanity and lies? From 
the abundance of the heart the month ſpeaketh, now 
in the fift Pal, hee ſaith, There & no faicbfulneſſe in ,, 
their mouths, their inward parts are full of wicked. 
neſſe, becauſe their inwardparttheir heart is tafected, 
is the cauſe that there is no faithfulneſſc in their 
mouths, their preaching is of lies. 

Thus you ſee how lively the Prophet hath pour. \ 
trayed them out, they mcete inthe evening, they 
grinne at paſſengers, they curſe thoſe that are in au- 
thority, and feede their diſciples with vanitics and 
lies, and Dawid to ſhew theſe nightly meetings to 
bee diſtaſtfull unto God, ſaith, as for mee 7 nill ſing Þ:4l,59.16. 
of thy power and will praiſe thy mercy betimes inthe 
morning. Saint Pas!(aith, and of this ſortare thoſc 
that creepe into houſes and lead captive ſimple wome-s, 
and are not moſt of their houſed diſciples women, 
and ſaith Saint Hicrome, Quid volunt miſere muli- 
ercule onerate peccatls, que circwmferuntur omni 
Vento avetrine,ſcmper diſcentes et unnqam ad ſcientt- 
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of theſe wretched women that arc laden with finne, 
and carryed about withevcry blaſt of doArine, al. 
waies Icarning, and never comming to the know- 
ledge of the truth. Simen Mages harefin condidit,ſed 
Helena meretricis adjutucs anxilio, Simon Megs (et 
a foote his hereſies by the helpe and affiſtance of He. 
lens a Whore, Nicholaws Antiochenus omwinm ime 
wunditiarum reperter ehoros dugit feminess. Nicho. 
lara of Antiech,the founder of all uncleanneſſe had 
congregations of women following him, Afertios 
Roma pramiſit mulierem, que decipiendes ſibi animes 
pr epararet, Martion the heretique ſent a woman be- 
fore him to Rome, by whoſe inticements hee mighe 
the caſter delude them ar his comming. Montenw 
immundiſpiritus predicator multes ecclefias per Pil- 
cam ex: Maximillam aw#licres nobiles et opulentas core 


_ vupit, ethereſipoliait, Momtanus the Devils preacher 


did corrupt & defile with herefies many Chorches, 
by the heipe of Priſcs and Haximilia noble and 
wealthy women: but againſt theſe clandeſtine meer- 
ings faith our Saviour, when the high Priefts asked 
him of bis doatrine ; hce anſwered, I ſpake openly 
in the world, my Sermon was on the mount, I ever 
taught in che Synagogue and in the Temple, whi- 
ther the Tewes continually reſort, and in ſecret have 
I faid nothing.,and ſo the Prophet Devid,! will give 
thee thawkes in tbe great cemeregation, 1 will praiſe 
thee arwong munch people ; From whence wee may ga- 
ther, that co reach openly before al men in a peril- 
loustime,is a manifeſt ſigne of the truth , then ” 
| reAC 
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teach privately and in cornersin a peaccablc time, is 
a badge of folly and falſehood, then let us preach in 
the Temple boneftly in the day time, and notin cham. 
bering and wantonneſſe: is not this thenthe marke of 32" 5? 3 
2 foole, to ſwarve thus from our Maſters rule? To 

conclude this point with the words of Saint Hierome: 

Sacerdote fidem veram predicante, ex omni corde tt- 

zebre diſcatinntur : lucerns non accenditur, et pow:- 

tur ſub m0dio,fed = eandelibram, ut [nceat omni- 

bs: ; that Miniſter that will rake upop him to preach 

the true faith, . muſt avoide ecnebrizing from the 

bortome of his heart: a candle is not lightned to bee 

ſet under a buſhel], buton a candleſticke, that itmay 

give light unto all, therefore the ſeven Churches in 

the Revelations are compared to ſeven candle. 

Aickes. 

They dcfile the fleſh. Luft, and luxury isthe ſe- The 2-marke. 
cond marke of theſe fooliſh Prophets; for when they 
have enticed and gotten theſe ſimple women into 
corners, as S. Paw! ſpeakes, why then Satan having 
a fit opportunity, doth moſt of all aſſault unto the 
deeds of darkneflc, fleſhly appetite imitating the 
Sonnes of Hely that would ſleepe with the women 
in the Church, and convert the beſt of the ſacrifices 
to ſatisfie their owne palats z but Ict them know, al» 
though they were beloved of God, and cnlightned 
by the holy Spirit, yet this ſame pollution of 
the fleſh would deprive them of both, of Gods love, 
and the Spirits light , excmplified in So/ommowbelove 
ed of God, andto whom the Lord did vouchſafe 
twice to ſhew himſelfe ; becauſe hee was aloyer of 

LCF 
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women, hee did forſake the love of God, and there- 


fore ſaith Saint Hierome. Sunt quidam qui ideo pref: 
byteratum et Diaconatam ambiunt, at mulieres licen+ 
tis videant, (ome ſhew to bee made Prieſts and 
Deacens, that they may have more freedome and 
liberticto looke upon women, contrary to 10bs do- 
Arine ( Ihave made a league with my eyes riot to 
jooke upon a woman ) ſuch you would thinke ra- 
ther to bee fond lovers then Clerkes. Apaine, clerict 
ifti oſcalantur capita matronarum et extentd manu ut 
bexedicere eos velle putes, ſi neſcizs pretia accipiunt 
ſalutandi, The Prieſts doe kifle the chieteſt Matrons, 
and ſtretching forth their handes as you would 
thinke to bleſie them ; if you know not the cauſe, 
why it is to receive the price of their imbraces, and 
alittle after padet dicere relique, ne videar poting in- 
vehi quam monere,l am aſhamed faith hee,to utter 
the reſt, leaſt I ſhould feeme rather to inveigh, then 
admoniſh, ſo I leave the reſt to the world, or ler 
themſclves be judge. 

They deſpiſe government, they cannot endure 
that, that there ſhould bee any rule or ſuperiority, 
whereas the Scriptures in all places doe ſet forth,and 
highly cxtoll government, and that it is to bee ho- 
noured, and that they which doe teach other waics 
are ſeducers and follow their owne, I meane an cr- 
roneous ſpirit, they are like diſtempered 1/hmact, 
that bad his hand againſt every one, and every man 
a24inſt him, ſo thele would care for none, and no 
body cares for them - But as Tally in his Oration, 
pro Sex1to, counſelied his Country men, when cer- 
tainc 
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raine upſtarts and faRious ſpirits, would have had 
them innovated and renounced their ancient Lawes 
and Ceremonies , let us turne our cycs from theſe 
(faith hee ) being not worth the looking after, 1m.7- 
tamar neſtros Brutos, Camillos, Decios, Curios, et 
innumerabiles alios que banc rempub, flabilavernnt ; 
that is, let us imitate our Br#tws, or Carmillzs, our 
Decigs,our Curious, our Scipio's our Lentulcesand 
innumerable others that have founded and cſta- 
bliſhed this common wealth; ſo lay I, let us turne 
our cyes from theſe fooliſh Prophets, that would 
have us to alter our Lawes, and lawful Ceremonies, 
and let us imitate our Peter MM artyre, our Brcer, 
our pretious 7ewe/l, our Falkes, our Whitaker, our 
renowned and learned Andrewes, and innumerable 
others that have reformed our Engliſh Church, and 
to conclude this point with 7#//ys concluſion on 
that ſubje&, amemms patriam, pareamns ſenatus,con- 
ſulamus bonis : Let us love our Cour:try,let us obey 
our Magiſtrates, let us-rake advice of good men, fo 
fay 1, letus love our Country and not raiſe up any 
mutinics, lct us obey our Magiſtrates, and not rebel 
againſt Authority, let us takeadvice of ſound and ſo- 
lid Divines, and let us not follow theſe fooliſh Pro» 
pher, that run beadlong of their own head, and have IX 


They ſpeake evill of thoſe that are in Authority, The 4. Matke 
they doe not only find fault with governmenc, bur 
they alſo revile governors, all Magiſtrates Civill, 
Eccleſiaſtical,they hare the officer for his office ſake, 


and following their owne ſpirit (for the ſpirit of God 
D is 
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is mecke, as our Saviour ſaid, to lome of his Diſci- | 


ples when they would have had him to call for fire 
downe from Heaven, yec know not what ſpirit yee 


arc of) they doe revile and curſe to the pit of hell, 
- whercas they ſhould teach the people as Paul doth, 


Bo yee ſubject to the higher Powers, mot only far fear, 


but alſo for conſcience ſake, they [hould teach that 


whoſoever ſtriketh with the ſword, by private au- 
thority againſt authority, ſhall periſh by the ſword, 
and if our Prince and Biſhops {ſhould be wicked and 
cruell ( which God bee praiſed for the contrary) yet 


they are to teach the people. with the Prophet Da-. 


wid, touch not mine anxointed, and doe my Prophets 
no harms ;and therefore ſaith Saint Cf wbroſe, oor 
weapons muſt bee teares and prayers : For as heethar 
ſhootes againſt a ſtone doth not wound the ſame, 
but many times his arrow doth rebound: and hit 
and hurt himſeife z even fo, whoſoever ſhall ſhoote 
his arrowes , even ſharpe and bitter words, againſt 
Chriſts Stewards or himfelfe the-true. corner ſtone, 
they (ball not offend them, bur they ſhall retort and 
lighr upon themſelves, for with- what jadgement 
they (ha!l judge others, wich the ſame they [hall be 
judged, thenlet us bridle our unruly tongues, letus 
ſera watch over all our words, and let us know this, 
that wee doc then moſt firmely obey Chriſt, when 
wee ſtudy to yeeld all bounden duty unto thoſe that 


 arcſet over us, and 2s Soloman laith, qui dat pauperi- 


bus feneratur Domino , bee that giveth unto the 

foore lenderh wnto the Lord ; lo may I ſay, hee that 

honoureth his Super ours God will honour ge 
| an 
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and there by hee doth ſuperabound in honouring of 
Ged, for hee that doth reverence the deputed, doth 
it for bis ſake that deputcth , and therefore ſaith 
Saint Hirome, Deſtruction eft corpus expoſitum,cum 
membre diſcordant 4 capite, the body is neare to de- 
firuRion, when the members vary from the head, 
then let us ſtrive to exceed one another in obedi- 
ence, for there can be no Church, no religious per- 
ſens, no Priefts, where obedience towards the Pre- 
lates is wanting in the ſubjeAs, is not this then the 
cogniſance of a fooliſh Prophet to revile Magi- 
ſtrates whom they are to honour, for ſo ſaith our Sa- 
viour, give hovonr to whom honour belongeth, and 
ſo you know what hee ſaide unto Peter, when bee 
drew forth his ſword to reſiſt authority, pur #t «p 4- 
24ine into thy ſheath, ſo ſay unto thoſe that have 
whet their tongues like ſharpe ſwords and rayſors 
tocut downe authority, refraine your hote ſpeech, 
and pray the Lord to ſet a watch before your 
mouthes, and keepe the dore of your lippes, leſt 
your tongues at any time breake forth againſt au- 


thority. 


They feede themſelves without ſearc, they arc Tha 5. Marke 
h OM, 1@,15, 


men given to their bellies, or as Saint Paul fait 
5 Phil. 3.19. 


they make their belly their god, and may I not goe 
on ſtep forward with Ce/vis and the Kitching,their 
religion, and this is the reaſon perhaps that they ſee 
ſolitle by the Church, and have their meeting in 
private houſes , becauſe they are ſure to eats and 
drinke of thebeſt, after the confering of their notes, 


and thus do theſe E/aves change their virthright,the 
D 2 Church 
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et 


Church for a good mcales meate into a private t 
houſe, learne what Saint Hierome faith of houſe | 


and ſeldome goe being invited, but thele fecd them- 
ſelves without feare, and Luther on the fift Plalme 
taketh notice of them, Religioſe pre ceterss factiones, 
non niſi ad invidiam mutuem et ſaturandum vey- 
trem religioſe ſans : That ſame ſc& which would 
ſeeme mozxe religious then any other, are religious 
only in reſp& of the mutuall enmity berweene them 
and others ſe&s togert them a name, ſama xo» a. 
2en quarunt, it is fame not faſt they deſire, and alſo 
ad ſaturandam ventrew, to feaſt their bodies, theſe 
arethe two reaſons of their Zeale,your crooked cone 
ditioned women, alwaies defire forgeries and fables 
lieigious ſaying, ſ#6i/izerhcir hearts, chey ſecke af. 
ter vanitics and lyes, andif any will preach ſuch lel- 
ſons unto them ; why ſuch faith Saint Hicrome,they 
account thefirſt beloved ſonnesof Goda, and their 
ghoſtly fathers and brethren, but ſaith hee, if you 
will give them their right name you make them 
| 3 their bedfellows,and dchilers of. their ſoules and bo- 
__ dics: theſe Prophets they maintaine with all there- 
| diſhes and daintics that can bee got, and the 
careſt wines, and when their bellies ſwell with 
meate, and their heads ſwimme with wine, they rci- 
tcrate and ingeminate that ſaying of the Apoſtle, - 
| the 


creeping Prophets, facile contemnitur clericus qui [c. l 

Hir.va.3.tr.s. Pf V96arer ad prevainm ct ire now recuſat, nunquan ] 
ep.g8,  petemies, raro accipiamus rogati, that Miniſter is 
quickly deſpiſed that is often invited to dinner, and | 

refuſcth not eo goc, wee mult never invite our ſelves, 

| 
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the pure all things are pare 

They feed themſelves without feare, the fooliſh 
birds it a baite or traine bee laide for them by the 
Fowler, will feede thereon without fearc, rot mind- 
ing the ſnares and nets that will intrap them , even 
ſo fooliſh Prophets will feede on delicates and dain- 
ties without teare, not conſidering the nets of glut- 
tony and luſts, thatare laid for them by Satan, that 
foule and lubtle Fowler , for ſaith Gregory Naziau- 
zexe, hee that delicately pawpereth his belly , and 
yet would over come the ſpirit of fornication, is like 
him that would quench a flaming fire with oyle. 


confefſe his owne infirmitics, that others mighttake ®*7- 
hecde thereby ; Even I, who for feare of the puniſh- 
ment of hell, did cloyſter up my ſclfe in a ſolitary 
Cabine, and made my cheekes looke pale and leane 
with my faſting, and yere notwithſtanding in' my 
cold and ſtarved body my minde was hote with 
vaine deſires, but my ficſh being mortified and dead, 
yetthe fire of concupiſcence did boyle in mee : If 
thoſe that by their often faſtinges did labour co 
ſubjugate their bodies, did feele the fiery dartes of 
luſt , what ſhall wee thinke of theſe fooliſh Pro- 
phers that alow not of faſts, but feede themſelves 


without feare ? ſurely great arethe {corching flames 


of their voluptuous wiſhes, and this is the reaſon 
that they defire to creepe into corners, and leade 
captive ſimple women, & defile the flelh roquench 
the heate of their vnlawfull deſires. They feede 
themſelves without feare. Odericms reports of a peo- 
ns - pic 


And Saint Hierome in this caſe is not aſhamed to Pur. 3.9.9. 
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Luk. 20. 47. 
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ple thar feed their gods in their ſacrifice with ſmoake 
and themſelves eatc the meate, even ſo theſe in their 
ſacrifice of praicr and thankſgiving, offer nothing 
elſe unto the Lord, but the duſt and ſmoake of their 
own inventions, and cate the meate of his firſt-fruirs 
andtenths themſelves : King Dawid taxcth their 
gluttony wherc hee ſaith, that chezr throate is an 0- 
pen ſepwlchre, hee is not content to compare their 
throate to a grave that devourcthall that comes, but 
to expreſſe their unſatiable greedinefie,hee faith,that 
their throate is an open ſepulchre, alwaics gaping for 
more, our Saviour alſo obſerving the wideneſle of 
their throates ſaith, that zhey «bſorbe and ſwallow 
downe Widdowes houſes under a colour of long 
prayers, for they feede themſelves without feare. 
Clouds they are without water, carried about of 
the wind before the comming of Chriſt inthe old 
Law, the Paſtors were called Clouds, as Moſes ac- 
knowledgeth himſclfe ro bee 4. Cloud, my doFrine 
ſhall drop @s the raine, my ſpeech ſhall aiftill as the 
deaw, as the ſhowre upon the herbs, and as thegreat 
rains upon the graſſe, and the Prophets were called 
Clouds,to whom the Lord gave charge that they ſhould 
not raineapon Iſrael, bur at the comming of 70bn 
the Baptiſt all propheticall Offices ended, 70bn was 
nota cloud, but vox clamants in deſerts, the voyce 
of one crying in the Wildencſlg, hce was the voyce 
and ſound of the Word that was comming, Chriſt; 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word mas 
with Ged, and God was the Fyord ; it was the pctiti- 
on of the Spouſe 1hat her beloved would kifſe => 
wit 
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with the lips of hs cewne month ; that is, hitherto hee 
had taught his Church by Moſes and Aaron, by the 
greater and lefler Prophets, but now ſhce defireth 
that hee would come and teach her from his owne 


mouth ; hee anſwereth her requeſt che winter & paſt, Cant, s.r. 


the ſhowres are changed and gone away, the propheti. 
call clouds are taken away not to our loſle, bur for 

our greater gaine, what neede is thereof clouds and 

ſhowres, when the River of God doth rejoyce and. 
refreſh the ground and valleycs of our hearts, and 
ſpringeth up intoeverlaſting life, the Winter of the 

Lawis paſt, the ſhowres of darke propheſics are 

paſt, and gone by, the Summer of the Goſpell is ap- 

peared, Chriſt himſelfe hath taught us out of the 

fountaine of life ; bur yet hereticall clouds will ariſe 

ever and anone, and invelap the Sunne for a ſcaſon, 
bur they will ſoone bee diſperſed with every gale of 
the Goſpel], becauſe chey want water. 

Clouds they are, that is, they arc ſuch that doe 
promiſe us many heavenly ſhowres, to refreſh and 
ſoften our hard and thirſtic hearts, Clouds they arc, 
thatis, they mount up into the middle region in 
words, they are alwaics teaching and preaching bur 
yet their words are empty, like clouds without wa- 
ter, they want matter, they arc not ſubſtantiall, their 
words are not words of power and authority, as the 
words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, buſthcir words 
are like the words of the Scribes and Phariſces, full 
of cmptineſſe and vanity, theſe clouds, theſe words, 
are without water, the water of life,the ſincere word 
of God, they only have the ſmoake aid _— of 

theic 
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their owne inventions : They are carryed about 

with the winde thar is, they are puft up and carri- | 

ed with the windeof pride and vaine glory, for it is | 

onely praiſe of and glory of men that they ſecke af- 

ter, it is their blifſe with Herod to heare their diſci- 

ples cry , nou vex bominum ſonat, 0 dexs cert, itis 

not the voyceof man but of God, and thus with | 

this guſt of pride, as with a gale of winde, theſe | 
empty veſſels like clondes without water doccoaſt 

it abour, | 

The » make, They are wandriog Starres;in theformer marke, 
they did imitate Moſes and the Prophets, that ſaw 
but the backe parts of God darkly through a cloud, 
and becauſe the Law doth threaten, Whoſoever ſhal 
fulfillall the Commandements, and faileth but in 
one point, & guilty of all : doe this anathon ſhall live, 
Therefore they were callcd Cloudes, and becauſe 

theſe fooliſh Prophets doe for the moſt part preach , 
judgement, and damnation according to the rigor 
of the Law, they are counted Clouds, In this marke 
| they doe imitate the Apoſtles, and Evanegecliſts, they 
| are called Lights, for ſo ſeith our Saviour to his A- 
| poſtle ; Tow are 4 Light ſet upon an Hill,and it is ſaid 
of Tohn the Baptiſt, that he was a ſhining Lampe,and 
| it is required of all Miniſters to bee Lights, Leg your 
EI. .- Light ſo ſhine before men that they may ſee your good 
Fi workes, and glorifie your Father which & in Heaven, 
} to ſhew that they were falſe Cloudes, hee ſaith, that 
(| they wanted water; to ſhew that they are fal(c 
Lights, he ſaith, rhat they are wandring Starres, now 
there are fixed Stars, and there are wandring _ 

they 
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they atc called fixed Starres as I remember in Car- 
danx bis Aftrologie, not becauſe they Co not move 
at all, but becauſe they alwaies keepe a firme and 
ſicdtaſt motion, and they are called wandring ſtars, 
nie erronenm habent motum, becauſe they havean 
erroneous motion, ſuch is the nature of theſe fooliſh 
Prophets, they are wandring Starres, they cannot 
indure to lay in one place long, but they are alwaics 
running up and downe,and ſoaretheir diſciples too, 
they like thoſe Sermons beſt thatthey run for, and 
theſe wandring ſtaring Prophets may be called ſpi- 
rituall beggers and vagrants, and if an order bee not 
taken to ſend them home againe with a paſſe, they 
will bring the world to a ſtrange paſſe,for now they 
poc about to compaſſe Sca and Land to make one 
Proſelyte, and when they have done ſo, they make 
them twice morethe children of Satan then they 
were before. 

To ſhew that they are falſe Lights ; he faith,char 
they are Starres, they ſhine in the night, they borrow 
their lie ht from Laciſer that hath transformed hing- 
ſeife into an Angell of Light; And this marke doth 
well agrce with the firſt , for thoſe that creepe and 
lurke in corners, defire nothing more then that they 
make worke in the night. They are wandring Stars, 


if they had wandredto doe good, it had beene good 


and commendable,but their wandring is erroneous, 
for this is the property of a wandring Starre, they 
maintaine ſciſmes and hereſics, they have left to 
move in their proper Sphere the Church, and their 


motion is now erroneous retrograde, wandring intv 
; private 
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"The $.marke, 


Cant. 3.2. 


Cant. l.7. 


privatc houſes z and yet theſe wandring Prophets 


would bee called Levites, but I ſhould rather rhinke 
them Gadites of Gad, from running up and downe: 
their women followers if they plcaſe may bee cal. 
led Levites, yet not from Levi but from Le- 
vitic. 

Tbey ſeperate themſelves; thatis, they are ſuch, as 
ſegregate themſelves from common aflemblies, ſuch 
as call and ſtile themſelves, and none but themſelves 
to bee the Chriſtians, ſuch as carry a Phariſaicall & 
ſaperficiall ſhew of holineſle, that in the pride of 
their hearts thavke God that they are wotlike other 
mes, and ſotney (ingle ont themſelves and pray a- 
lone. 

We may teade that when the Spouſe in the Cans 
ticles did go about in the City by the ſtreets and by the 
open places, ſhce ſought Chrift ber beloved but found 
bim net , (oit wee will leave and ſeperate our ſelves 
from tbe aſſemblies of the Church, wee may ſecke 
Chriſt long enough, but we ſhall not find him, for, 
extraeccleſiam nullaeſt ſalus, without the palc of the 
Ghurch, there is no Chriſt, no ſalvation ; for Chriſt 
is jealous and will not have his Spouſeto bee ſcene 
of any out of his owne houſe, if any will walkein 
the ſtreets of the City and open places if they will 
goc too and frointheevening, and grin like a Dog, 
hee will ſendthem forth by the ſteps of their flocks, 
to feedetheir Kids by the rents of the Shepheards: 
if you know not what is meant by bcing ſer to keep 
kids and goates it is tofeede ſuch as are caſtawaies, 
or zather caſt away themſelves : for it is ſaide that * 
the 
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the day of judgement, the ſheepe ſhall bee ſeperated 
from the goates, thatis, the righteous from the wie. 
ked, the Shephcards from the Goatheards, the good 
Paſtors ſrom thefooliſh Prophets. 

Theſe fooliſh, Prophets, and their diſciples doe 
much reſemble thatſe& which roſe up amongſt the 
Egyptians, that they called Remviberh : that would 
live after their own will and pleaſure, they did plant 
themſelves in great Townes and Cities ; they would 
bee ſubje& unto none, they did all things out of a 
vaine affeRation and ſelfe conceit, they uſed often 
ſighings, and ſpeake hardly of the other Clergy,and 
in their feaſts, they would overcharge their Nto- 
mackes; They ſeperate themſelves, they thinke no 
others good cnough to bee of their ſociety or wor- 
thy to commerce with them, and thus they tranſ- 
preſſe the Commandements of God,zy that they will 
not leve their neighbenrs as themſelves,thus dothey 
ſow the ſcede of diſcord and diſlention, in thatthey 
will not love, and live, and dwell togerher in vanity, 

thus do they deny the communion of Saints, in that 


— 


they will bee ſinguler ; thus doe they oppugne the Tohn 10.16. 


prediion of our Saviour, that there ſhould bee one 
Flocke, one Fold, and one Shepheard : thus doc 
they ſtrive to reedific and build a new the partition 
wall tht CHRIST threw downe by his 
death, 

And thus you have ſcene how 7#de hath mark= 
cd out 1adas, a falſe Apoſtle, and all fooliſh Judaſits 
his off-ſpring, bur yet hee giveth them many more 
markes, as that they are murmmurers, complainers, 

E 2 walking 
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walking after their own? luſts, and their mauth ſpeak. 
eth areat ſw:iling words, having m:ns perſons in ad. 
miration becauſe of advantage ,ani many mare 
markes hce hath for them, bur iris not my deſire tg 

' marke them our for fooles in the higheſt degree,and 
[ leave out the reſt, that they may (core up them. 
ſelves for wiſe men. Then when you ſce any ſuch 
rhat creepe into corners to ſeduce ſimple women, or 
thar are flcſhiy minded, 742t deſpiſe government, 
aud ſpeake evill of thoſe that are is authority, that 
uſe much preachinglitele tothe purpoſe,that wander 
up and downe from .place to place, and ſtay the 
longeſt where they fare the beſt, and ſeparatsthem- 
ſelves from common aſſerablies, there is no queſti. 
on but that theſe , theſe are the foolith Prophets 
that follow their owne ſpirit and have ſcene no- 
thing. 

4 Gene, part. WVherein thcir folly doth conſiſt or the ground 
of their Wo, and that is in following their owne ſpi- 
rit and have ſcene nothing, Iam now brought into 
ſach a plunge, that T muſt cither follow their ſpirit, 
or clfe leave to follow my text ; muſt I follow their 

fpirit? ir{hall be as 74s followed the fooliſh Pro. 

2 Kino.10 23, Phets of Baa/,to drive them all into the Templeand 

FE take away their ſpirit with the ſword of the ſpirit, 

— muſt I follow their ſpiritfit ſbalbe as 1/rae/ followed 
Canaan to drive them out of the land: butto leave 

my following them alone, let mee follow them fol. 

lowing their owne ſpirit, for thus ſaith the Lord, 

OM... Wotunto the fooliſh Prophets that follow their owne 

; ſpirit ; had they followed the Spiritof God as it w 
a 


with Chriſt in the reſurrection, Lord, Lord, have 
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and the Spirit of God moved ujon the waters ;, ithad 
beene praile worthy, or had they followed the ſpi. Mat. 4. 2- 
rit, per m0dum excellentie, by way of cminency and 
excellency, as our Saviour did inthe fourth of , Mate Rom.8.16, 
thewthen was Teſs led up of the Spirit; or,fi.ice they 
muſt needes fo'low cheir o-vne ſpirit, had they done 
it cooper ante et coadjuuante ſpirit ſancto, The holy 
Gholt coopcrating and helping their ſpirits, 4d the 
Spirit berring witneſſe with our ſpirit that we are tbe 
chilarensf God. But to follow their own ſpirit with- 
out the Spirit of God, or the Spirit of God bear- 
ing ny ro our ſpirir, is meere folly and falſe 
00d. 

A man may be ſaid to follow bis owne ſpirit two 
manner of waics. Either by delivering of his owne 
inventions & traditions, or elſe by wreſting and pers 
verting the word of God from the tru genuine fence 
and meaning. - 

Hee that delivereth the DoQrine of his owne ſpi- 
rit, may thinke that he pleaſeth God, and deſerverh 
eternall life, bur yer his ſpirir ſhall deceive bim, cx- 
emplified in the Phariſee, thanking God that bee was 
not like other men,yer hee was reputed of Chriſt un» 
juſt and wicked. Nay many of theſe fooliſh Pro. 
phets are confident of their ſalvation,and will pleade 


— —c—- 


Manh.5-224 1. 


wee not Prophefied in thy Name ,and by thy Name ceſt 
ont Devils,and done many great wor kes? yet he {hall 
lay, Depart from me, 1 know you not ; here wee [ce 
how a man may bee deluded in following his owne 
ſpirit, without the Spirit of God beating witnes with 
{| eo E 2 They 
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They follow their own ſpirit, they thinke ſcorne 
to reade and learne of others, that arc more learned 
then themſelves, they thinke that they underſtand 
all Scriptures without the aide and aſſiſtance of any 

others, Saint 4vguſ{ine ſaith,valiams unquam its ley. 
tw eſt ut ab omnibus in omnibus intebigeretar : That 
is,no man at any time hath expreſlcd himſelfe that al 
men underſtood himin all things z much more the 
words of the Spirit arc not underſtood of all,no not 
of any ; the holy Spirit reſerveth the knowledge of 
many things to himſelfe, that bee may alwaies have 
us to be his Schollers,woulta ſpiritus ſolu oftendit, 
ut alliciat mult tradit nt afficiat, the hely Spirit 
doth ſhew many things unto us,toallure us,he doth 
tcach us many things,that we may be taks with the: 
therefore, faith Zuther,1 know that he @ an impadent - 
rafh fellow, that dares avench that bee wnderſlandcth 
any one Book in the Scriptare,nay ſaith he, who dares 
preſuene that hee hath throghly underſtood any one 
P/alme. Then letus not truſt to our owne wits, but 
ler us reade what S. Auguſtine, S. Hierome, Athand- 
fiw, Hillariz, and others fay, they have found out 
many things that we could not, and perhaps others 
{ball finde out ſome things not found of him before: 
therefore ſaith Saint Paw/, omnia probate et que bond 
ſent retinete, try all, but lay hold only on that which 
is good, & ſaith Hierome ſaperbarum inſenſatarum- 
que ments eſt, ſus tantumn uti confilto, itis the part + 
of proud and infatuate minds,to uſe only their owne 
Opinions. 

FINIS, 


